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FROM THE ADMINISTRATOR

It is hard to believe that | have now entered my 11th month
here at ACHS. The time has flown by. | have enjoyed and
have been challenged by the work of being administrator
here at the Depot.

Our summer events have come to a close with the wrap-
ping up of our ginormous garage sale. | was shocked by
how many items were donated to the garage sale. | am
thankful to all the folks who thought of us when downsizing.
| am also overwhelmed by the amount of time invested by ===
our volunteers. If you want to know more about the sale
there is more information about it inside the newsletter. =
Many thanks to Colleen Bremner and Nancy Jacobson for [
heading up this big undertaking.

Our Aitkin County Fair display was also a success with over 1,200 visitors coming through our log
building at the fairgrounds. We were able to showcase some WWI items from our collections as well
as information and artefacts from the 1918 fire and flu. We also had special guests Midge Johnson

demonstrating hide tanning techniques, Audrey Mate demonstrating wool spinning, and Steve

Marudas displaying part of his collection of logging materials on display at the White Pine Logging

and Threshing Show near McGrath, MN. Many thanks to Laura Thornbloom for taking on the re-

sponsibility of creating the display. Also big thanks to Christine Bailey and John Hendrickson for
helping put the display up. John also loaned us a unique wool army blanket with hundreds of military
insignia patches including many of the WW]1 divisions for our fair display. This blanket is on tempo-
rary display down at the Depot Museum so if you missed at the fair you can see it here.

In July we have also added a new employee to our ranks under the auspices of the Senior Commu-
nity Service Employment Program (SCSEP). Lori is a great addition to our team. You can find more
about her inside the newsletter.

In June we held our annual meeting and elected a new board of directors. Along with many returning

members we welcomed Marcia Baer, Pixie Peterson, and Kirk Peysar as new board members. Our

board president is now Jennie Hakes and Cheryl Meld is our new Vice President. Laura Thornbloom

has continued on as our board secretary. Retiring board members are Lorrain Liljenquist, Nancy Ja-

cobson, and Ron Kemmett. Many thanks to all the hours our board of directors invest into our organ-
ization.

One last note on what plans are for this Fall. As usual, we have reduced our museum operating
hours down to three days per week after Labor Day. We are open Wednesdays, Fridays, and Satur-
days 10:00 am—4:00 pm. We are also beginning work on the StEPS program. You can find more
information about this program inside the newsletter. We will also be participating in a photo scan-
ning clinic in partnership with the Aitkin Library on October 9th. Check out the Volunteer Opportuni-
ties section to find out how to be involved with this one day program.



NEW MEMBERS

Paul Anderson
Sara & Clint Beckstrand
Bill Bradlich
Kathryn Engdahl
Dean Frost
Maggie Mackaman
Mary Jean Peterson
Pixie Peterson
Bruce & Kathy Rehwaldt
Maryann Schwalenberg
Clyde Swanson

* - * - * - *

Raffle Tickets

We are fast approaching our
goal of 3,500 tickets sold this
year! We currently have
2,466 tickets sold. We have
sold out all of the tickets we
have on hand at the muse-
um. If you have tickets that
we sent you that you don’t
intend to sell, please send
them back to us so that we
can sell them and reach our
goal. Thanks!

MEMBERSHIP NEWS

ACHS Is Supported
by These Local
Governments

Aitkin County
Aitkin Township
Beaver Township
Farm Island Township
Idun Township
Lakeside Township
Libby Township
Nordland Township
City of Tamarack

* 6 6 O 6 o o

IF YOU DON’T SEE YOUR
TOWNSHIP LISTED.
PLEASE CONSIDER

ASKING YOUR
TOWNSHIP BOARD TO
SUPPORT THE ACHS AT
YOUR NEXT TOWNSHIP
MEETING!

* ¢ 6 & 6 o o

ACHS is still collect-
ing your scrap cop-
per. If you have bits

laying around in your
way bring them on
down to the Depot
Museum and we can

use them!

* 6 6 O 6 o o

BOARD MEMBERS

Jennie Hakes—President
Cheryl Meld—Vice-President
Laura Thornbloom—Secretary
Colleen Bremner—Treasurer

John Hendrickson
Bob Lake
Marcia Baer
Pixie Peterson
Kirk Peysar
Mark Wedel—Aitkin Co. Com.
®* 6 6 6 o o o

Business Members

Aitkin Flowers & Gifts
Aitkin Independent Age
Allen County Public Library
American Legion Post 86
Antoine Electric
Brands Small Engine Repair
Bremer Bank

Eyecare Centers of Aitkin &
McGregor

Lundberg Plumbing & Heating
Security State Bank
Shirts Plus

* ¢ &6 6 & o o

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR
BUSINESS MEMBERS!

* & ¢ O 6 o o
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Help us save money on postage by requesting your newsletter to be emailed to
you. You can let us know by calling us at (218)927-3348 or by emailing us

achs3348@embargmail.com



MUSEUM HAPPENINGS

StEPs program

ACHS has received a grant through the
Legacy Ammendment which will cover
the cost of doing a self-assessment pro-
ject called Standards and Excellence
Program for History Organizations
(StEPS). This program will help us identi-
fy where ACHS measures up with other
local history organizations in our policies,
programs, and practices. The program
will guide us in assessing six key areas
of our organization (Collections, Manage-
ment, Vision-Mission-Goals, Interpreta-
tion, Historic Structures, and Audience).
We will tackle one section at a time be-
ginning with Collections. Once StEPS is
completed we will have a list of projects
that will help us bring ACHS to the next
level of excellence. These projects will
give our board direction in creating a long
-term strategic plan. If you are interested
in being a part of assessing one of these
areas of ACHS please let us know and
we’'ll get in touch with you when we start
to look at that portion of the assessment.

A New Employee

If you have called the
Depot Museum recently,
you may have heard a
new voice answer the Z\h '\
phone. That is because 5=
we welcomed a new em-
ployee to our team in
July. Lori comes from Pomona, California
and is now residing as a neighbor to the
Depot Museum at the Rivers Edge apart-
ments located in the old Armory building.
Lori is working with us through a program
called SCSPI. She is our new front desk
receptionist. She’ll be welcoming our
guests, answering phones, and helping
with data entry as we digitize our collec-
tions records.

Come on by the museum and say hi to

Lori. She is a delightful person to meet

and you’ll be glad that you took the time

to visit!

L 4 L 4 <& <& <& L 4 L 4
A generous $500.00 memorial honoring
Melvin Gilmer’s life was given to ACHS

by his wife. Marion, thank you for your
generosity!

\ 4 \ 4 4 4 4 \ 4 * < L 4 L 4 4 4 4 \ 4
Garage Sale

Our 2018 annual garage sale was a huge success. The garage sale was held August
2-4 and then extended for a couple more days the following week. There were well
over 1,000 volunteer hours invested into this event. We also received a $500.00 grant
from the Aitkin County Tourism Grant program to help with promotional expenses. The
sale grossed over $13,000.00 in sales! A huge thanks to all the members who contrib-
uted time and the businesses who donated advertising space and services, Garrison
Disposal, Hyytenin’s Hardware Hank, KKIN, MLEC, Paulbeck’s County Market, and

Security State Bank.



VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

The Aitkin County Historical Society is looking for volunteers and you may be
able to help!

Maintainer/Builder:

ACHS has a talented group of young men who fix, repair and move many items on an
almost weekly basis. This group is what keeps our museum in tip top shape and our
warehouse in proper order. They are looking for a few more folks to help out occasion-
ally around our facilities with basic building repairs, small construction projects, and
moving items. Qualifications include but are not limited to:

« Ability to lift a fair amount of stuff
. Knowledge in how to build or fix stuff
. Experience in drinking coffee at a table while talking about stuff
If this sounds like something you might be interested in doing please let us know!

Landscaper/Gardener:

Our volunteer landscaper/gardener has moved away from our fair city and we will
soon be in need of someone to help put our perennial beds to rest for the season. If
you like to work with lilacs and enjoy cultivating echinacea let us know and we’ll set
you loose in our gardens!

Data Entry:

If you would like to work on the informational side of our collections we have work for
you! We are in the process of digitizing our photo collection, our accession card cata-
log, and our people card catalog. You won’t need any high end computer skills to help
with this project. We'll train you in how to do the work. If you are interested let us
know.

Photo Scanning Day at Aitkin Public Library:

On October 1st, ACHS is partnering with Aitkin Public Library in a one day program
hosted at the library called Scan for Keeps. This program allows people to bring in
photographs that they would like digitized. There will be equipment available for multi-
ple workstations where people will be instructed in how to scan their photos. ACHS
will be providing volunteers to help with the program. At the end of the day ACHS will
receive a flash drive of all the photos scanned that day for our collection. If you are in-
terested in helping out for all or part of the day let us know!



PHOTOS FROM OUR COLLECTION

With construction underway
¢ for the new county govern-
ment building, this 90-year-
8 old picture of construction
happening of the current
courthouse seemed apropos

We recently received a bundle of letters of H.C. Beecher from the City of Aitkin. He was the County Auditor for many
years. Here he is pictured at his desk in the old courthouse in 1916 with an unidentified individual.



SPRING 2018 ACCESSIONS

18.9 1 Stop Realty, Inc Aitkin Plat Book 18.34 Donald Marpe Personal memoirs
18.10 Neigh. Bank Hospital Aux. Records [ 18.35 John Howard Sports equipment
18.11 ltasca Co H.S. Misc. paper items 18.36 Judy Heitalahti Phone books

18.12 Darlene Maciej McGrath related items | 18.37 Mike Wayrynen MHS yearbooks
18.13 Sharon Gustin Aitkin teddy bears 18.38 Alice Dotzler Photo, Bapt. dress
18.14 Pat Killeen AHS 1942 information [18.39 Lynn Futhey Family history books
18.15 Julie Hansen Aitkin Cookbooks 18.40 Doris Nordean Photo

18.16 Nancy Thompson Ingersoll Scrapbook |18.41 Bunny Grolla R/R items

18.17 JoAnn White Postcards, photo,map [18.42 Gerald Fiedger Moccasins

18.18 Janet Miller Photos 18.43 Heritage Grp N Misc. items

18.19 Pat Killeen AHS ‘42 class info. 18.44 Garage Sale Misc. items

18.20 Sandy Lake Umb. & band cap 18.45 Janet Miller MHS yearbooks
18.21 Debbie Janzen Misc. Aitkin items 18.46 Anne Adams Dress

18.22 Janet Miller Photos 18.47 Adele MacDonnell QOil Painting

18.23 Mara M. Funk Misc. paper items 18.48 Ted Landgren Book

18.24 Marlene Monse Scrapbook 18.49 Elaine Halbeck Med. containers etc.
18.25 Janet Miller Misc. paper items 18.50 Pamela Johnson  Buttons

18.26 Aitkin Pub. Schools Rippleside yearbooks |18.51 Moose Lake H.S. Negatives

18.27 Alice Dotzler Violin, wood train, etc. [18.52 Margeret Mariel Misc. paper items
18.28 James Zeese J.W. Tibbetts billfold |18.53 Chuck & Jan T. Doll items, electric
18.29 Mike Wayrynen Misc. MHS yearbooks |18.54 Cheryl Stauter Misc. paper items
18.30 JoAnn White Several Misc. Items 18.55 Maureen Dearing  Mil. papers & photos
18.31 Katherine Hulien  Coat, shoes 18.56 Jim Kenning Family history book
18.32 Paul Boucher Military papers 18.57 Betty Spigarelli Book

18.33 Ruth Putnam Recipe book

If you have high school year books you would like to donate we could use the following:
Aitkin A books: 1972, 1979, 2010—present

Hill City Stinger: all editions before 1976, 1980, 1985, 1987—1991, 1993—2000, 2002,
2006—present

McGrath Memories: all editions except 1954

McGregor Pine Log: 1934-1948, 1965, 1979, 1982—1984, 2003—present




SNIPPETS FROM THE PAST

" The coun:

a meeting last Sntu
court house, the

proposed new  court

but early in. the «day Were |
served by an order from Judge Me-

receiving the bids.

The order was askad for by Mr
wrm B:.ed;g,mm of HcGreger, anﬂ
he waa’ ted by Attorneys
M. E and €. A. Ryan of Brainerd,
the junior member of the firm be-
ing here tu see that Lhe juﬂm‘:s
order was complisd with.

‘Mr. Beidleman zet out'in his «
plimtmn for the order, that he 18
8 ratigd brings this: action
in 'Emimﬁ of him=ell and. of all
other  ¢itivens and taxpayora: of
the county. That on June 18, 1920,
the couniy hoard placed & resolus
tion on the minutes of their meet-
ing by -the terms of which said
hoard resolved to construct a coart
dioume.  That at a regular meeting
of said bodrd on July 12, 1920, aaid
board reselved to levy the som of}
ET0MMF apainst the taxable prop-
erty of said Aitkin eounty for the {J
yvear 1920, for building purposes.
That the assessed valuation of the
county at the time of auch levy was
28 166,811

That at i regular meet.mir Der.

5, 1922, said board authgrized and
dirceted Auditor He . ‘Heecher to
issne a call for bids for the total
construction of a pew court Hetsa.
That the board authorized W, W.
Raher to'a ]:u:ulrt a bu:llﬂi.ng CoOTte
mittee; an$ Rabey ap-
pointed €. A. lhr&d:,r Andrew Lar-
son and H. C. Beu]mrﬁﬂsuchcnm-

mittes,
That the total fumh arailable

prinei purpose |
f which was to whihmﬁe--
nf which was to recel e
let a contract fnriﬁcmmmj

Clenahag reatraliing. them. hot:
letting the contract, but ot~ i’mm' ;

e e

M e iﬁmm
%mmﬂ?rﬁ Eﬂ" -zmlﬁ

Lonis Johnson & I}n,'
. Minn ..o ITB.HH' 15

dfter tl:e m:rlmg of tﬂ;‘!hld
the mm-asitmem adjolrned un
1 w'elock p, m, and at the after-
noon - mmeeling  the mal:hr was
again taken up;
4: sldarahen, it was dmdﬂd

~For the main contraet, so oS

Whhw the cost of the building
lwithin the Limit of the money now
available. \The bhid of A B Dnr-

- zas Ce, of 8t. Cloud, $138,381, be-

ing the Iowest, the I:mnrd actpaplod
it and lof the contract to that com.
Wﬁ". 2ubject to the decision of
g & MeClenahan next Saturday
ln‘.‘ injunction proceeding.
; ain Roderick F, McHogh, on
I:le f of Co. B, National Gugrda,
dered the armory for usa of the
] officiala during the procesa
of yazing the old building and con-
slriction of the nea, and the offer
waﬂ wHeCe subject, also, to

111% e M Imham s decision,

e commiszioners will  be
prezent at DBrainerd Saturday,
wilhi' Ootlinly Attorney Seott and
posuibly other attorneys, while Mr.
Beidlerwan s expected to be rep-
resenfed by Ryan & Ryan.

i is quite probable that 'the
Judge will make nis deca.umn az
goen as possible, as it is a matter
-of -mueh impnrtu.ncn If the re-
sténining order is dissolved, the
county board will ne doubt want to
start the making of arran 1 4:1
Fro that the building can

d before the celd ° weather

year; and if it be unfavorable
the sogner the people lmow abou

the cost iz $228,000, and that said
courl house eannot be construetod
far lesz than E22H OO0,

That defendant board of munty
commizsioners intend to recaive
ahd, aoeegt bids and enter into a
contract for the total construction
of aaid court houze, in accordance
with notice published on Dec, 80,
1922. That unless restrained, the
board will receive and accept bida
and enter into a comtract for baild-

|igg & mew Lourt house, thus creat-
iing an indebtedness much in ex-
| cezs of fhe'funds available 'for|
auch parpese,-in violation of law!
fand the rights of  plaintitf and
other taxpayers. That defendants
G, A, Maddy, Ausdrew [arsan and
H. C. Beeeher intend and will con-
tinue to act az a permanent build-
ing committee, supervising o the
arection of said court house, al-
though the term of office of C. A.
Maddy will expire gn Dec. Bl, 1082
~ Wherefore, - plaintiff  demands
Judgment for » temporery injunc-
tion pending trial and datermidn-
Ing of this setion, and for & perma-
nent injunction forever restrain-
ing the board from accepting any
bids or entering inlo a contract
for the constrottion of all or &Ny |
part of aaid bu:ldmﬁ, und from/
accepting any hides  fior &) teEm- |
porary housing of county -o.EﬁLra.lu:
and recards, and restraiming Conn-
ty Auditgr Beecher, T. A. Maddy
and Andrew Laraon from ﬁfﬂm
ing any activities as Bb'l tding
committes, » © N

The order waz mada: returnabls
on Balurday, Jan, & when Jud
MeGlenahan wiil hear the mw in
chumbers ai Brainerd.

After the shock had h!m& ab—
‘norbead hr ﬂm mmnlm they

the hids,. whien
1t“ws.a fonnd iﬂ t the haﬂmhﬂ
waa 3179, and the lowest $461,-
45, The bids wera as fnllqws, :

Cwrlsted Bros, Mpls,, -

e T
8 Co.,

Cloud, Minn.,

jartleson &

3151, 'ME',W
"-'Mﬂ,ﬂﬁ.m
Co.. |

fur construction = of . such court better,
se amount to $119,306.21, nﬂﬂ‘*{%ﬁ% "ﬂ]r'g:::?- m%
that the architect's estimate waw

Some things will always be the same ... 95 years ago the County Board was stymied by disgruntled tax payers
in building a new courthouse. Although Mr. Beidelman did his best to keep a contract from being awarded
(he even invoked the aid of a supposed small pox outbreak in the MacGregor area) the injunction was even-
tually lifted. Yet some other reason prevented the county from building a new courthouse until 1928. Thank-

fully this latest building project has been moving along quite smoothly now that it has begun.




AITKIN

Aitkin County Historical S
P.O. Box 215
Aitkin, MN, 56431

ociety

We are located just 2 blocks south of the stop-
lights in downtown Aitkin. Just south of the rail-
road tracks and west of highway 169 at 20 Pacific
Street Southwest.

Phone: (218)927-3348
Email: achs3348@embargmail.com

Website: www.aitkincohs.org

CALENDAR OF EVENTS MUSEUM HOURS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

Labor Day to

OCTOBER 24'" _
Memorial Day

COOKIE WAIK & RAFFLE DRAWING
Wednesday,

DECEMBER 1°! Friday, & Saturday
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
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